
parue. He also thinks that the position of the fracture
of the skull is suspicious, when the jerk which would
be given to the body at the moment of rupture of the
umbilical cord is taken into consideration. On -the
other hand, the limited nature of the injury to the
skull is iu favor of the womau's account, as infanti-
cide is usually attended with greater violence. The
opinion given is that the child lived a short time after
birth, the full expansion of the lungs being in favor of
a more prolonged period of respiration than would
transpire in the act of falling from the mother to the
ground ; and that the umbilical cord was torn across

by the hands, the injury to the head being subsequently
produced by iutentional violence.

Clinical Department.
A CASE OF SPINA BIFIDA.

BY WM. H. LATHROP, M.D., LOWELL, MASS.

The child whose photograph I send you herewith
was born December 19, 1890, iu Lowell, Mass. The
parents are healthy, and have three other perfectly
formed and healthy children.

Tho occipito-frontal circumference of the child's
head was at birth twelve and a quarter inches, while
the circumference of the tumor was thirteen and three-
quarter inches, so that the tumor was slightly largerthan the head. The contents of the tumor seem to be
entirely fluid. The pedicle is thick and large, its largestdiameter being two and one-half inches.

The child was born naturally, though the labor was
rendered somewhat difficult by the fact that the tumor
threw the head into a face presentation, the chin for-
ward. The child is well nourished, nurses well aud is
otherwise perfectly formed.

A case very similar to this occurred in my practice
at the Wayne County (Mich.) Almshouse in 1873, and
was then reported in the Western Medical Advance.
The woman was a primipara, twenty years old. There
was no instrumental interference though the face pre-
sented. The tumor was somewhat larger than this re-
cent case, it being fifteen inches in circumference; tho
pedicle, however, was only two inches in circumference,
The tumor was removed and the parts stitched to

getlier, taking care to avoid the brain meniugeB, which
extended into the tumor about au inch. The child was
not strong aud gave little promise of life iu any case.
It died in about twenty-four hours after the operation.
The autopsy revealed an opening at the centre of the
occipital bone, oval in shape, three-eighths of an inch
in its longest diameter. This opening was undoubtedly

at the " centre of development " where in early foetal
life there was a space between the four parts going to
form the occipital boue.

The accompanying cut íb taken from a photograph,
the head having been stuffed with cotton to preserve
its shape.

Reports of Societies.
BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL IMPROVE-

MENT.
O. Q. SKAItS, M.D., SECRHTAltY.

Regular Meeting, December 8, 1890, Dr. W. L.
Richardson in the chair.

Dr. Abbot reported a case of
BXTUAOUDINAKY FJCOAL ACCUMULATION.1

A PIN IN THIS LARYNX.

Dr. Hooper : Last month a woman came to me
from Fall River, stating that live weeks previously,
while eating dinner, she had swallowed a bone. She
waB quite hoarse, and had had constant pain on swal-
lowing. With the laryngoscope I saw what looked
to me like a pin, which was directly across the larynx
from before backwards, one end of the pin sticking
into the middle of the inter-arytenoid space, and the
other end just above the vocal cords. There was con-
siderable inflammatory swelling about the aryteuoid
cartilages, and in the inter-arytenoid space there was a

projection of granular tissue which covered about one-
third of what 1 took to be the pin. The foreign body
was seized with the laryngeal forceps, but failed to
come away, as the instrument slipped off. At the
second trial a firmer hold was taken, and with consid-
erable force I brought away this large-sized pin. You
will see that it is slightly bent, owing to the force used
in extracting it. The haemorrhage was slight, and
ceased in a few moments.

Dr. S. L. Abbot reported a case of
ŒSOPHAGEAL OBSTRUCTION DDE TO A PIECE OK

LETTUCE.
Dr. Abbot said that a few years since he had a

1 Seo liage 109 of the Journal.
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